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Psychology: A Penetrating Analysis of Non-Christian Thought
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Christian Thought. The scope of Christian thought includes knowledge of God, knowledge of self, and
knowledge of the world. What is knowledge? Not just intellectual pursuit of facts; not just philosophical
speculation. Knowledge which pleases God is “covenant obedience.” (John M. Frame, The Doctrine of the
Knowledge of God; The Doctrine of God.) We must know God, ourselves, and the world in such a way that we
obey and submit to his Word, both in our method (science) and in our interpretation (art). (Richard Pratt, Every
Thought Captive.)
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All man’s thought is based on “presuppositions,” or his “worldview” A worldview is our “heart commitment”:
What is man? Where do man’s problems and needs come from? Where do solutions to problems come from?
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commitment” of non-Christian thought: autonomy. Man is committed to be independent, autonomous from
God. Since man sinned and fell, he refuses to submit under God’s authority. He is his own law (auto — nomos),
his own authority. “Autonomy” has been the most fundamental principle, the “heart commitment,” or the
“presupposition” in all non-Christian thought ever since the Garden of Eden, and especially in modern
thought and culture (1500-1980). (Francis Schaeffer, How Should We Then Live; Pratt.)
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Psychology since Sigmund Freud absorbed the post-Kantian “heart commitment.” Immanuel Kant: Man cannot
know (absolute) truth through science and reason. Science and reason can only know the outward of things.
Religious and ethical truth (God, eternal life, love, free will) is known “beyond” science and reason. Thus,
psychology’s presuppositions include: naturalism (denying the supernatural), materialism (denying the soul and
God'’s existence), determinism (denying God’s and man’s freedom as causes), evolution (denying creation),

logical positivism (denying the authority of God’s Word as method in knowledge), relativism (denying the



existence of absolute truth) and humanism (denying God’s sovereignty in everything), according to Baker’s

Dictionary of Psychology and Counseling.
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www.cwipp.org ° ) Both in the pre-modern and postmodern period, man holds to the “heart commitment” of
New Age philosophy, which is “monism.” Monism believes: God = me, | = God; | = the world, the world = me;
God =the world, the world = God. This is the heart of the ancient / postmodern “pagan” religion. (Peter Jones,
Spirit Wars. www.cwipp.org.)
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Note. The opposite of monism is not dualism! The opposite of monism is the Bible’s view of the world: (a) God
is God, God is creator of the universe; (b) man and the universe are created by God; (c) there is an absolute
distinction between the Creator and all creation. (Cf. The works of Cornelius Van Til.)
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